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Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Office of the Director of National Imtelligence
Public Affairs Office
‘Washington, DC 20511

Re: Freedom of Informstion Act (FOLA) Request, in reply refer to: 20061 793DNI010
Dear FOIA Officer:

PmunttotheFreedomo‘IlnfurmﬂmAct(FOIA).llerdly request the following record
regardiess of format, medium or physical characteristics, and incloding electromic records and
information, andintapes, videotapes and photographs:

The April 2008 National Intelligence Estimate tided "Trends in Global Terrorism: Implications for
the United States, "

Furthermare I wonld like to reqoest expedited processing. This FOIA request clearly meets the criteria
for expedited processing under applicsble provisions of the Froedom of Information Act, S US.C. §
552 (a)(E), 85 there exists & “compelling need” to review materials because the information is sought
*by a parson primarily engaged in disseminating information,” and is “wrgen{tly] [needed] to inform
the public concerming actual or alleped Federal Government activity.”

This document discussos matters which arc of cnommous interests to the American public. The George
W. Bush adeamistration has maintained that the fight against texrorism is one of its primary national
security and foreign policy initatives. In the aftermath of Septevober 11, 2001, the American fear of
teryoriam was at its peak and the administration supported the current war in Irag, both before and after
the invasion, as 2 major effort on the part of the United States government’s campaign to decrease or
climinate tatrorism. The public debates over the United State goverament’s response to terroriem and
the war in Iraq are covered in the media on a daily basis.

Between the time document’s existence becama public, Sunday, September 24, 2006, and Monday,
September 25, 2006, its contents have been described by many press outlets, including, the Los
Angslex Times, The Washington Post, Guardian, Reuters, Christian Science Monltor, and The New
York Times. A September 25 setrch on Google News fur “Trag NIE™ retumed over 400 results,

The entry of this NIE into the public discourse simply by knowledge of its existence and genowsl

contents bas already grabbed the attention of the public and the press. According to the New York

Tomes, this is the first estimate to be produced regarding terrorigm since that war began.  Therefore,
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this document is the best information the govemment can provide in order to inform the public about
the level of terrorism that cumently exists and also serves as a gange of how effective the
adminigtration’s policies have been in decreasing that threat leve]. National Intelligence Estimates ere
the most anthoritative documents that the mtelligence community prodnces and, as such, arc the best
way to know what the community’s asseasments are of United States progress in combating tetrorism
since the Iraq war bagan. Further, President Bush announced in August 2006, after the publication of
this NIE, that “the world is safer” bocause of the war in Iraq. Meanwhile, the Las Angeles Times states
that this NIE describes an increased terrorist threat to the interests of the United States and that the wer
in [raq is the primary reason for the increase. The public has a paramount interest in and need 1o know
the truth about the current terrorist threat. The factors which increase terrorism impact the lives and
interests of all Americans and there is am enormous demand to know the effectiveness of the
administretion’s policies m achieving the goals of climination to decreasing the texrorist threat,

Aovording to statements made by United States Intelligence Director Johm Negroponte, the portion of
the NIE being reported to the public represents only 8 emsll and narrowly focused part of the overall
imtelligence estimatr, Negroponie argued that the representation of the document made by the press so
far is not accurete. Further, White House Press Secretery Tony Snow stated on September 25, 2006
that, “‘one thing thal the reports do not say is that the war in Iraq has made terrorisiz worse.” Withomt
the documment, the public is nnable to draw its own conclusion about the documsnt and its contents.
The public camot be accurstely informed with only pamtial and vague mformation. If the
administration’s aryament that the public is baing mirmformed is comrect, then the only way to
accurately inform the public regarding the document’s contents s to release the document. Om the
night of Moaday, September 25, 2006, Negropoute stated that he would comsider declassifying
the document given the public interest. The inteiligence commuuity has already acknowledged
the exormous and immediate public interest in the docoment’s declassification, thus establishing
its need for an expedited review,

The value of the in{ormation in this record will be lost if the information is not disseminated qnickly.
See generally 22 CFR. § 171.12. I certify that the statements contamed in this leiter regarding the
alleged activity snd public copcam are true and carrect to the best of my knowledge.

The Nations] Security Archive, as a long established member of the news media is primarily engaged
in disseminating information. Through our electropic briofing books md other publications we bring
immadiate attention to breaking stories on govermment policy. For our publication bistary, please sce
our Web gite, www.nsarchive.org. Forthermore, the National Security Archive quslifies for waiver of
scarch and review fees as a representative of the news media This request is made as part of a
scholarly and news research project and not for commercial use. Please notify me before ncurring

phatacopying costs over $100.
Smcerely, :
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The w. Washington University Phone: 202,094.7000
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Thursday, February 15, 2007
Mr. John Hackstt
Office of the Direstor of National Intelligenne

Washington, DC 20531

Re:  DNI Control No. DF-2006-00035
Archive Na. . 10061 793DNH10

Dear Mr. Hacksit

Thig letter is & response 1o your Jetier of February 09, 2007, You stated that the April 2006 NIE which we
were seeking had been partialty released and was available on the ODNI's external website. 1 zppreciate
your assisteance in helping us looate this docurneat on-line before we could incur fect related o
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[ atil1 wish to ask fix your offioe to review the entire docunent for release to the public even though its
key judgments kave been released. As you know, this document is an important factor in cumrent U.S.
foreign policy meking The disclosure of detedls from this document is likely %o inform the public noed
for informatian Tegarding e current global political sitaation and the U.S. role in it.

Thank you for your sssistance; please do not besitate to contact me if you have any further questinng.
Best,

Roger Strother

An Irvepandant non-govarmmentsl research batiiuie and Mhrary located st the George Washingten Univarsity, the Archive aellace
apdt publighes datismifiet! decumants chitainad threugh the Fresdem of Inforwmtion Ack. Puliicalion reyaities wrl tot deductible
contriutions through The Nagionsd Becurity Archive Parsd, Inc. undervwrite the Archiver's Budget.



