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AR P LTI
SUBHL.CTt Reactiong $o o Further US Bailfiup in South Vielnem

1. In this moporandum we conslder foreipn rosctions to en
sssured UGS btuildup to 150,000 itroops in Vietrom as compared with
the 50,000 row present and the 70,000 lovel due to be reached in
Fugust, e essuse that no conprehensive public srrcuncement of
Torce geals vould be rede, cnd thet foreisn epinion would be

rexcting 4o a gredual perception of $he US covrse of zciion.

2. Our main conclusions are that this strensthening ol the
U3 ecieltrent would wnke sose {mprossion on the Cowmmnists, nd
vould raice sore dangers in cur relsilons with the Bouth Vielnamsse,
tub that the ieporterd reections would cowa later, vien the
eilcetiveness of the total US offort vas tested in combat, Thege

considergtiens pre discusged in the Tollowing parasrephs.

Beections in South Vieinzn

3. fThe initial reacticns of the South Vietnomase would bz

sopzyet erdbivelents  encouragament over the reimforcesent,
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(Continued...)

ceeery wnded by sene tendopey Lo rodon ord Job ile W do the TiCE-
fng. lueh vewld depsnd wron the ey In vhich Ud broops were
ceploped.  IT vsed to elosr ord hold Jorge wrecs, poerbieulavly
heovily popadaded orons, the US ferees vould tond fo acoquire

toth the respdnsibility for {he wver and the stipna of on crmy

of occupetion with colonialist m:biticns. This fordency would bo
legs if the US Torces were used in a notile Doachion to scsist

FRVE units, &nd shared ie the wost diffienit fighiing,

h. Ulthately, of course, the key dotcrndnend vomid o
the sffectiveness of the fotal 03 effort, politicel, ecopowmic,
end diplenztie, 29 well es pilitery. IT this produced e sleckens
ing of VO wrassurea, US-Sewth Vietrewese vorking relations would
te rairly seooth. If, on the conbrary, the vor éresged on with-
.oud _re:;;uite, way vesriness and anti-Anericenism vould provubly

taoin %0 thrsaton the US politicsd Toso in South Vietnem,

Corpromist Fascllons

5, Viet Cong and ISV, Va2 believe ihat a US tuildup itseld,
en the scade considsred here, vould not alisr VB/PRV dvterninstion
to prozecute the strunple. 'The Cuosuoista vould rocegnize thot,
in pilitery terzs, their tosk had bocene karder,  Urey would

réeognize that, in yolitdes) teirs, the US actica reaffinced
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AL

its detervloation et to scecpb militery defeat. Fub ibe crrivel
of US ferees in thise muriers vould not chanze the Corrwnistst
s9ie ¢alevlation that thelr staying yover is dnherently svperior

to th:b of Saicen and Voshington,

G, 4he real test, then, would be thet of ecowbob. The Viet
Cong vorld recpond, o8 it hes to past injectione of US forces,
ty stepping up the inserpency, and the DRV vould reinforce it g3
necossery with men and couipment, including further Yinoe units
of the FAVH., In this eflort, the Cerrunists vould prodebly hold
to theiy presont stretesy of ativiiion snd subversion, althou;;h'
on & siondficrntly dnsrecsed ecele, They vould etill seak to
defeny thae OV throush esthonstien end internal collzrse withoub

letding US/OVH forces enzage them in decisive tattle,

T. Va do not imow hew the test of combted would cone out
ot Ltha level of U8 fnvalvewmsnt new taing considered, If, &t this
er seme higher leveld, the tide of vatile runs against the Viet
Cong Jor a substunkicd penled, the Conrmmists wowldd probobly
coneidar a larizeserle grovad offensive by DAV troorps. hey
vid reeognize, hovever, that the enlerzed US foerces hed cade
this rore aifficadt, They would olso Tear thed the US, with a

very hacvy staike in the ver, would rob scoept defeet in thed new

-3
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kind of wer without erponding it to ihe DAV ond Cidna, o theeo
cireuxstionces, they veuld prolobly profer to voorb to rejeliatiens
oy sitply o et the Cirhting coboide vhile consorving thedr om
forees, They vould be pertlcularly ldilely to rogct in this vay

if they hed beeome convinced that in cny enlerged wer, the US

veuld use macloar uwenLons.

a. {hina, Peiping vould rcact to the cssweed US tuildup
bty urglng the ¥¢ and the DAY to contirme the struzgle. It would
Dveuice to coma to Ecnei's eid if the U3 involvensnt resched the

roint of en Ipvesion of Usrth Vietron, T irdsht also nake zome

troop rovercnts in South China to wnderscorve this coonitnant. Ve
telieve that s the fichting conbirved, China vould be even less
rendy then the DRV to cenclude thet Jsrger U8 grovnd forces could

ixra the tide,

9. fGhe USSR, As the US eccimiipent prew, the Sovist Urien
verdd find its prcblens groving wvove coute, Mpsceow webldd recoghisze
hat ite o pilitsyy sesistonee, end its gunerel shitt to a hexd,
entdl-U3 Mne, Lod failed to iurn the U3 frem its cevrse, Ye
brlieva that the Soviets would sse no 2itern:iive fo contiruzd
suppedt Tor thoe DAV, In time, howover, tre risks of a prolouged

- 4.

.
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cod Intensifid wir Ia Vichion oighd pvons heed on the now
collechive loodevship ond fhe2 Hovcow with the ciniee of furiher

deenening s coraattnonts end 2id or roving lowverd withdrzval,

10, A wide scebor ef non-Cosmaniet vorld cpinfon doubis
that the US con evold cvenbual defoot in Vietnom, In this scclor,
an inercosing injeebicn of US forcos wowld bo soeh 0S8 & pre-
longrticn off the ogeny end on inersese in the risks of Tubure
sion.  Coversmerds vivch new supsord the US course, such
es the Feitish, Tislions, end Jopenese, wovld come wnder renevid
domestie eriticisn, Coversrmants tvhich cpposa the US, such as
France cnd India, vould tc.n up thelr pressuras Tor negobiations,
In gencyel, hovover, these vorld voazetions wowld not heve as

e srce 23 verld rezetiscas to u

»

a ctargd ¥n the seopa of tha olp wir. The wWliirste effeet voon

the BS yasition venldd centinue to te dctormined by the evestual

suscers or feiluws of U3 rolicy in the Vielramase vwor,

Tanetices To Use of ol Joresg

11, Tra Seuth Viednonize wanld rob be wnreservedly receptive

1o Incrensed ROK eoniinssrds in thalr nidst, Greoter ROK troop

-5 -
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euaitrinls pretolly wenld e couse serieas ropavevastung 1n

Scuth Yorvo, thoush scme putbterings vould 1o heards  In ihe cvent
of rador FOU facop leocons, it 1s Likoly tlat padliec sentisank

in Oouth et -~ sbimdated by yongysnrg redio amd desetie
oppositiondsts -~ vould legin to quoction the Judpsent of Frosldert
Fok, thoersly contrituting to the endemie political instebility

In feulh Rorvea. Terth Jorea, through propegenca «nd troep wove-
rnente £vd; possibly, conbrived Incidents in the Koreen TNE avea

voald ebveisph to heighlén eny insccurity emong Ssuth Yoreans

that davieloped a3 8 risult of troop shifts to Southensy Acla,
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