COUNTERTERRORISM GUIDE

Kata'ib Hizballah (KH)

OVERVIEW AS OF APRIL 2025

Kata'ib Hizballah (KH) is an Iran-backed Iraqi Shia militant group that threatens US interests in Iraq
and Syria. Founded in 2007, KH seeks to establish an Iran-aligned government in Irag, expel US and
coalition forces from the country, and advance Iranian interests throughout the Middle East.

KH works extensively with Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps—Qods Force (IRGC-QF) and
closely follows the direction of Iran’s Supreme Leader. KH fought in support of the Asad regime
during the Syrian civil war, has closely collaborated with Lebanese Hizballah, and has engaged with
the Huthis in Yemen. Since the start of the Israel-HAMAS conflict in October 2023, KH and other
Iragi Shia militant groups—under the banner of the Islamic Resistance of Irag—have conducted
more than 150 attacks against US forces in Irag and Syria. After the Asad regime collapsed in 2024,
KH evacuated its personnel from Syria.

Operating Area
Based primarily in Irag; possibly operates in Bahrain, Iran, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia

Members
7,000 to 10,000

Tactics And Targets

KH has attacked US personnel and facilities in Iraq and Syria using IEDs, rockets, and unmanned
aircraft systems, and the group kidnaps and assassinates its domestic rivals. KH's weapons include
armored vehicles, artillery, explosively formed projectiles, man-portable air defense systems, and
missiles. The group has received extensive training, funds, logistic support, weapons, and intelligence
from the IRGC-QF, which exerts some influence over KH operations. KH has also received training and
weapons from Lebanese Hizballah.

Terrorist Group Designation

The US State Department designated KH as a foreign terrorist organization in July 2009. KH's overall
leader, Ahmad al-Hamidawi, was named a specially designated global terrorist in February 2020.
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Kata’'ib Hizballah (KH) (continued)

KEY LEADERS

Ahmad al-Hamidawi
Leader since 2020

NOTABLE ATTACKS

20 January 2024
Al Asad Air Base, Western Iraq
KH conducts an attack against US forces.

26 March 2023
Baghdad, Iraq
KH kidnaps an Israeli-Russian woman affiliated with a US university.

14 March 2020
Camp Taji, Baghdad, Iraq
KH conducts a rocket attack, killing a US service member, a US contractor, and a UK service member.

27 December 2019
K1 Air Base, Kirkuk, Iraq
KH conducts a rocket attack, killing a US contractor.

29 June 2011
Combat Outpost Shocker, Zurbatiyah, Iraq
KH conducts an improvised rocket-assisted munition (IRAM) attack, killing three US service members.

6 June 2011
Camp Loyalty, Baghdad, Iraq
KH conducts an IRAM attack, killing six US service members.
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