
UNCLASSIFIED 

SECURITY EXECUTIVE AGENT 

DIRECTIVES 

TEMPORARY ELIGIBILITY 

(EFFECTIVE: 18 MAY 2020) 

A. AUTHORITY: The National Security Act of 1947, as amended; Intelligence Reform and
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (IRTPA), as amended (50 U.S.C. § 3341); Executive Order
(EO) 12968, Access to Classified Information, as amended; EO 13526, Classified National
Security Information; EO 13467, Reforming Processes Related to Suitability for Government
Employment, Fitness for Contractor Employees, and Eligibility for Access to Classified National
Security Information, as amended; EO 13549, Classified National Security Information Program
for State, Local, Tribal and Private Sector Entities; Title 5, Code of Federal Regulations Part
1400, Designation of National Security Positions; and other applicable provisions of law.

B. PURPOSE: This Security Executive Agent (SecEA) Directive establishes policy and
requirements for authorizing temporary ( often referred to as "interim") eligibility, which includes
temporary access to classified information, temporary access to a higher level of classified
information, one-time access to classified information, temporary eligibility to hold a sensitive
position, and temporary eligibility to hold a higher level sensitive position when determined to
be in the national security interest. This Directive rescinds Security Policy Board Issuance 3-97,
Investigative Standards for Temporary Eligibility for Access.

C. APPLICABILITY: This Directive applies to any executive branch agency, authorized
investigative agency, and any authorized adjudicative agency, as defined below, conducting
background investigations and adjudications for temporary eligibility.

D. DEFINITIONS: As used in this Directive, the following terms have the meanings set forth
below:

1. "Agency": Any "Executive agency" as defined in Section 105 of Title 5, United States
Code (U.S.C.), including the "military departments," as defined in Section 102 of Title 5,
U.S.C., and any other entity within the executive branch that comes into possession of
classified information or has positions designated as sensitive.

2. "Authorized adjudicative agency": An agency authorized by law, EO, or designation by
the SecEA to determine eligibility for access to classified information in accordance with
EO 12968, as amended, or eligibility to hold a sensitive position.

3. "Authorized investigative agency": An agency authorized by law, EO, or designation by
the SecEA to conduct a background investigation of individuals who are proposed for
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