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Dr. Richard Muller 
Director of the Intelligence Advanced Research Projects Activity  

(IARPA) 
 

Dr. Richard “Rick” Muller serves as the Director of the Intelligence Advanced Research 

Projects Agency (IARPA). As IARPA's sixth full-time director, he is responsible for 

implementing high-risk, high-payoff research programs to address the Intelligence 

Community's most challenging intelligence gaps and provide our nation with an overwhelming 

intelligence advantage.  

Prior to joining IARPA, Dr. Muller was senior manager of Quantum and Advanced 

Microsystems at Sandia National Laboratories and led the Quantum Information Science 

program there. He also served as the director of the Department of Energy's (DOE) Quantum 

Systems Accelerator, one of the five centers DOE created under the National Quantum 

Initiative. From 2016 to 2017, Dr. Muller led the drive for advanced computational capabilities 

for national security as part of the Joint Program Office for the National Strategic Computing 

Initiative. Before taking on management roles, his research interests focused on developing 

computational methods to predict the behavior and applications of novel materials, molecules, 

and devices.  

Dr. Muller holds a bachelor's degree from Rice University and a doctorate from the California 

Institute of Technology in chemistry.  

Dr. Muller was raised outside of Chicago and enjoys baking bread, drinking coffee, and 

spending time with his wife Tess and their son Alex. 

 


