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The Intelligence Community (IC) is a group of Executive Branch agencies and organizations
that work separately and together to engage in intelligence activities that are necessary for the
conduct of foreign relations and the protection of the national security of the United States.

The IC is led by the Director of National Intelligence (DNI), who is the head of the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) and whose duty is to coordinate the other 16 IC
components based on intelligence consumers’ needs.

The core mission of ODNI is to lead the Intelligence Community in intelligence integration.
Basically, intelligence integration means synchronizing collection, analysis, and
counterintelligence so that they are fused—effectively operating as one team.

This overview, sponsored by the Intelligence Community Information Sharing Executive, is
designed to help people across the Government better understand and navigate the IC, leading
to improved collaboration and coordination between and with the IC and with the rest of the
Federal Government.
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